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SMU will name its new Law Library, a Scholars Programme and a Top Law Graduate Award 
after her. 

NUS will establish a professorship in property law, a distinguished visitors programme, bur- 
saries and scholarships in honour of the late Madam Kwa, an alumna of the University. 

Initiatives by the law schools of the two universities honour an extraordinary woman, who 
while choosing to remain in the background, can be credited for playing a crucial part in the 
building of modern Singapore. 

Born on 21 December 1920, Madam Kwa topped the Senior Cambridge Exam for the whole 
of Malaya and Singapore in 1936. She enrolled in Raffles College, a predecessor institution 
of NUS, in 1940 where she was the only female student and resumed her studies there in 
1946 after the end of World War II. In 1947, she graduated from Raffles College with a First 
Class Diploma in Arts, winning the Queen's Scholarship to study law at Cambridge Univer- 
sity where she became the first Asian woman to graduate with first-class honours in Law 
from Cambridge University. 
She was the first Asian woman to graduate with first-class honours in Law from Cambridge 
University in 1949. 

She married Mr Lee and in September 1955 started a law firm with Mr Lee, and his late 
younger brother Mr Dennis Lee. 

After suffering two strokes, she died on 2 October last year at the age of 89. 

Her niece, Ms Kwa Kim Li, who is also Managing Partner of Lee & Lee, said the family is 
deeply touched by the initiatives of the two universities. She added, "She was a brilliant 
lawyer, an amazing lady, a visionary ahead of her time. A lady made of steel and silk in 
equal parts. Much as my aunt shied away from being in the spotlight, she would have been 
very honoured by this." 

SMU Chairman Ho Kwon Ping said, "We want our students to follow in her footsteps, 
striving for excellence with humility and perseverance. Madam Kwa - her life, her values, 
her achievements and her contributions, will be an inspiration to generations of SMU 
students." 

Raffles College, which Madam Kwa studied at, later became NUS. Its Chairman Mr Wong 
Ngit Liong said the University is "privileged to be able to contribute towards upholding the 
legacy of an outstanding alumna." He added, "The NUS community is proud to have the 
opportunity to honour Madam Kwa through programmes and people that will perpetuate the 
values that she believed were important." 
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